INTRODUCTION
Dr L. S. Kornicker (Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., U.S.A.) discovered some copepod-like parasites on the limbs of a female of Metavargulrl mazeri Kornicker, 1979 , from 384 m depth. The juvenile parasites proved to be related to Ba.ripodella harpacticola Becker, 1975 (parasitic on the harpacticoid copepod PJeJ/do>ieJocbra minor Becker, 1974) whose taxonomic position has yet to be clearly established. The relationships of the present specimens and B. harpacticola, which is re-examined, are discussed.
The following stands as the generic diagnosis as well as the species description until further species are discovered. The very small size of the parasites and the fact that the specimens are permanently mounted with the limbs of the holotype of the host makes it difficult to be absolutely certain about some details of the animal, especially the setation. Juvenile.
-Total length 0.135 mm. Head without clearly identifiable mouthparts ; ?antenna, piercing organ present also one internal asymmetrically placed, tapering, apparently hollow structure which originates on posterior left (this was tentatively interpreted by Becker ( 1975 ) as maxilliped). Midbody composed of six free segments each bearing a pair of legs. Legs 1-5 biramous, leg 6 with exopod only. Endopods of legs 1-5 with articulated terminal serrate tooth, without setae on leg 1 and with two setae at midlength on outer surface on legs 2-5. Exopod of leg 1 with two setae, legs 2-6 with four setae, two of which have a common base. Posterior body composed of two narrow segments, anterior segment small and pair of caudal rami each with three setae.
Apart from hard structures, no internal organisation is apparent. The body contents take the form of an undifferentiated mass withdrawn from the exoskele- Fig. 1 . Deoterthron dentatum n. gen., n. sp., juvenile holotype. A, dorsal view; B, ventral view. Anterior head overlaid by seta of host to which parasite is attached.
ton in the head, mid-and posterior body, and limbs. Because it seems some form of reorganisation is in progress it is assumed this form is juvenile. Adult. -Unknown.
Specimens examined. -In addition to the type specimens there were eight
